
 

 

��� “Warbirds Over Miramar: The History of USMC Aviation” 
A soaring tribute to the evolution of Marine Corps Aviation, celebrating 

the aircraft, missions, and Marines who shaped airpower from World War 
II through Vietnam. 

 
����� [Cue background music: stirring orchestral score – patriotic, cinematic tones] 
Cue announcer voice – confident, warm, and reverent, with a tone of awe and admiration. 

 
����������� ACT 1: THE EARLY FIGHTERS 
��� ANNOUNCER: 
*“Ladies and gentlemen, direct your eyes skyward... as we journey back in time—through the 
roaring skies of the Pacific, to the birth of Marine Corps aviation as we know it today. This... 
is *‘Warbirds Over Miramar: The History of USMC Aviation!’” 

 
���� Segment 1: The P-40 Warhawk – Flying Tigers Spirit 
��� 
“Our story begins in the early 1940s. Before America officially entered World War II, a group 
of volunteer pilots took to the skies in defense of China. Known as the Flying Tigers, they 
flew with courage and unmatched skill. 
Enter now—the 1940 Curtiss P-40 Warhawk, in its iconic AVG paint scheme, shark mouth 
snarling as it dives into view! 
Though never formally a Marine aircraft, the Warhawk represents the can-do fighting spirit 
shared by Marines who would soon face the storm of war across the Pacific.” 

 
���� Segment 2: The SNJ Trainer – Turtle Bay Legacy 
��� 
“Next, from the palm-lined runways of Espiritu Santo in the New Hebrides, emerges a humble 
hero—the 1943 SNJ trainer. 
Painted in MAG-11 Turtle Bay colors, this aircraft trained young men fresh from the States, 
preparing them for the crucible of combat. 
Every Marine pilot began somewhere—and for many, it was in the cockpit of a warbird like 
this.” 

 
���� Segment 3: The F4U Corsair – Pacific Powerhouse 
��� 
“Now—listen to the thunder. The bent-wing bird of prey arrives. 
The F4U-1 Corsair, painted in its original Pacific Theater livery, ruled the skies from 
Guadalcanal to Okinawa. With its distinctive gull-wing design and roaring Pratt & Whitney 
engine, the Corsair was the scourge of enemy pilots and a guardian angel for Marines on the 
ground. 
Flown by Marine legends like Pappy Boyington and the Black Sheep of VMF-214, the Corsair is 
more than an aircraft—it's a symbol of relentless American resolve.” 

 
���� Segment 4: SNJ “War Dog” – Stateside and Beyond 
��� 



 

 

“Back home, training never stopped. Here comes the SNJ ‘War Dog’, in its MCAS El Toro 
paint scheme—a nod to the California base where thousands of Marine aviators earned their 
wings. 
While others deployed, these aircraft ensured the pipeline of pilots stayed strong—ready to 
fight, ready to fly.” 

 
���� Segment 5: The PBJ-1J “Semper Fi” – The Marine B-25 
��� 
“Now, hear the deep growl of twin radial engines—it’s the PBJ-1J ‘Semper Fi’, the only flying 
Marine Corps B-25 bomber in the world today. 
Bearing the Eagle, Globe, and Anchor, this aircraft flew dangerous low-level strikes against 
Japanese shipping and coastal targets. 
While the Army had the Mitchell, the PBJ gave Marine aircrews teeth in the skies above the 
Pacific.” 

 
���� Segment 6: The AD-4N Skyraider – Cold War Warrior 
��� 
“The war ended, but Marines continued to stand the watch. 
Now entering the arena is the AD-4N Skyraider, wearing the proud colors of VMC-1. 
This rugged, piston-powered attacker flew during the Korean War and into Vietnam, jamming 
enemy radar, covering Marines in the field, and delivering punishing payloads when jets 
couldn’t. 
It earned the nickname ‘Spad’—and a reputation for unshakable durability.” 

 
���� Segment 7: T-34B Mentor – Forging Future Pilots 
��� 
“All great warriors begin as students. 
Here comes the T-34B Mentor, painted in tribute to VMFAT-101—the legendary 
‘Sharpshooters’ of Marine Corps pilot training. 
From El Toro to Miramar, the T-34 shaped generations of Marine aviators, ensuring the Corps’ 
future was always in capable hands.” 

 
���� Segment 8: OV-10 Bronco – Eyes of the Corps 
��� 
“And finally, from the dense jungles of Southeast Asia, the OV-10 Bronco cuts through the 
sky. 
Designed for forward air control, reconnaissance, and close air support, the Bronco was a 
Marine pilot’s Swiss Army knife during the Vietnam War. 
Fast, agile, and versatile—it brought Marine air power closer to the ground troops than ever 
before.” 

 
������������������ Grand Finale Flyby 
��� 
“Now, as all our aircraft form up for a final heritage pass, let us reflect on nearly a century 
of courage, innovation, and sacrifice. 
From the canvas-covered wings of World War II to the precision of modern aviation—Marine 
Corps aviators have answered every call, flown every mission, and defended liberty across 
the globe. 



 

 

These warbirds remind us: the legacy of Marine Corps Aviation is not just in the planes—but in 
the pilots, the crew chiefs, the maintainers, and every Marine who made them fly. 
Semper Fidelis—Always Faithful.” 

 
����� [Cue music swell – "Marine's Hymn" or cinematic patriotic finale] 
����������� [Final formation pass overhead] 
������������������ [Pyro or smoke trails optional] 


